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GIANTHSHLUZARDS: RATTLESNAKHINES Articles

Troop Movements, 3
TALESOFA SUMMERBOARDMEETING . . NAA on Facebook, 3

V isiting Nevada State Parksan provide some unusual Deep Sand Swales Clean
entertainment for archaeologists and even for regularup, 4

people too. During the July board meeting we were treatee—
to some fishy reptilian encounters, old and not so old. (Not inMini-Reports

tended as a commentary about board members.) galley of Fire Rockshelter,

BUT, BUSINESBIRST Big Island Field School, 10
The theme for Archaeology and Historic Preservation MontlcC Field School, 11

2011 will focus on historic and prehistoric trails in the
state. American Indian trails, nationally recognizedChapter & Affiliate
historic trails, hiking trails on historic roads, railroadReports
grades, and stage lines are just a few worth mentioning'V Rock Art Foundation,
Karla Jageman, our newest board member, is gathering irjgzk Co. Chanter. 12
T2N¥EGA2y F2N) ySEG 2S5t NDa L 8l\lljer\§3\§%ocielfy,¥ a2

share please contact her (karla@nvarch.org). This spring %C aee

the Society for American Archaeology (SAA) meeting, OWite Steward Program, 14
2009 Archaeology Month poster was selected as secondoliege of Southern NV, 15
place winner in the poster contest. Congratulations to all!
With your support we can do it again. (Very) Odds and Ends

0 As noted in the announcements we have a NA Uzgog?c%ivr?n?ss’bl:ck_
AT e, Facebook page, thanks to Karla. Karla is working witpag:;I ’
%’f@ Hal to update our web presence.
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=7 The next Board meeting will be held during the Great
'ﬁ?@ Basin Anthropological Conference (GBAC) in Layton, UT on
*:‘% Thursday October 21, 2010. We will announce the specific

2 meeting place and time when the GBAC schedule is provided.
%2\ Check back on the NAA Facebook page or web site, or call a
% board member.

Tk The next annual meeting will be in April 2011.
X We are working on logistics and location. After the
% board meeting in October we will publish the loca-
""¢.5 tion and dates on the NAA web site and on the
$ Facebook page. Full details will follow in the win-

ter newsletter.
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PRESIDENTIALOMMENTARY For the mine tour we put on hard hats with

As an organization we officially support the presettights. Mine safety requires using an electronic
vation of historic and prehistoric resources in NeWOl yI NBQ (2 YIF1S &adz2NB @K
vada. Unofficially, we try to have at least one campromised not to create bad air, we were greeted at

ing board meet- the entrance by a Great Basin rattle-

ing each vyear. e aylr1Se ¢KS WwW3adz NRQ
When we were we were invading the coolest spot in
looking for a the park. The state park ranger
venue for the | proved to be as skilled in snake re-
summer board [ == moval as he was in archaeologist
meeting (I herding.
thought visiting |

one of the his- |
toric State Park| =
facilities would | =
be fun. I always|
wanted to visit
Berlin Ichthyo-
saur State Park
but could never
guite make my-
self turn off of
Highway 50 or
95 and take the
50 or so mile
drive. This time

The Ichthyosaur portion of
the park features a large paleontologi-
cal excavation area where specimens
2F UGUKS adlrdS F2aanf
reside insitu. This creature, with a
giant eye, actually moved from being
a land dweller back into the oceans
during the multimillion years of its
evolutionary process. Like some ar-
chaeological artifacts, the vertebrae
2F LOK(OKe&2al dzNJ g SNB
by locals to be great door stops and
dog bowls. The site is now protected
aD2 G2k NRa GKS tA3akid oNBevpde SEigdarks ¥ears Pligqh-o
. - makes it out of the Diana Mine alive. Photo by Salitrolled excavation provide the scien-
it was our desti- ;nyenyood. tific community and the public with a
nation, and it . L L fascinating look at the depth and rich-
glha o5ttt 62NIK UKS RNAGas (efaddofersSor those willing to follow some
XGIANTFISHLIZARDSND RATTLESNAKENES- TALESOF  roads less traveled.
A SUMMERBOARDMEETINGCONTINUED ENDANGEREBISTORY
Berlin Ichthyosaur State Park provided a great spaggfortunately, state budget shortfalls are threaten-
for our wide open discussions. For those who ha\/iﬁg state
not visited the park | highly recommend a weeken?,arkS na- Chas
trip. Added to the National Register of HistoriGionwide. &
Places in 1971, Berlin has remains of a historic miﬁ‘he Na- |
ing town and mining facilities. State Parks has r¢- g na| E
cently reopened the mine tour into the Diana mineg st for
Check their web site for tour availability. There is @istoric ke
large mill building with one array of stamps still ifb egerya-
place from what was a 30 stamp mill. The buildingg,y jisted
and remaining features of Berlin are a good exany 5 t e
ple of the footprint of a Nevada mining town. Forp 5 s
anyone who has faced recording mine sites and fegg gss the
tures this is a great way to understand just what &.tion as
30 stamp mill looks like. one

Icky greets visitors to the Berlin
Ichthyosaur State Park. Photo by Sali Un-
of derwood.
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Suggested Reading

iNevadads S20adnmarksRte i79ths
anniversary of the formal establishment of our state
parks system. o
http://www.nevadamagazine.com/index.php/issues
read/nevadas_state parks/

flArizona's Rural Communities Rescue State
Parks from Closures. Good News! 23 Arizona
State Par ks wil!/l Stay C
http://www.pr.state.az.us/press/2010/PR195
10.html

< . N

L |
The thrill of a 30 stamp mill. Photo by Sali Underwood.Jl fiNational Trust for Historic Preservation 11

Most Endangered Historic Places America's
GKS a9t S@PSy az2ail 9y RI | State Parks and StaBwned Historic Sites ]
mentread,d ! YSNA OF Q& & ( l-oiviged [ http://www.preservationnation.org/travahd
historic sites are threatenegiperhaps more than aifll sites/sites/nationwide/amerissstateparksand
any other time in recent histoywith deep funding il stateownedhistoricsites.html
Odzia I yR dzy O$Nbelwesy, ArEam dzNB & & £
and California have closed important parks thatheir 75 Year Anniversary. It is imperative that we
protect historic and prehistoric resources. Locahll support the State Parks. Be a part of the solu-
communities are struggling to help rescue the retion. Take the time to drive to Berlin, or Ft. Chur-
sources. Nevada State Parks, and Museums fackill, or the Old Mormon Fort, or the Elgin School-
similar reductions including part time and possibljyxouse, or any of the great State Park campgrounds
long term closures. As in other states, local conFake the time to write or email a state park official,
munities benefit directly from revenue of park visi-or legislator, or candidate to support the parks and
tors. Local communities and our heritage suffemuseums. Berlin Ichthyosaur State Park supportd
when park workers are laid off and travelers stay ohNAA. In the campground rest room our 2007 ar-
0KS KAIKglLe LI aaiy3d oe chagfogymmonrthhdster/afdoths tBeRnall fax veatlivig

This year Nevada State Parks celebratégeasureé

Troop Movements NAA Totally

Wants to be
Your Friend

H arry Reid Center refugees includennifer

Riddle who is now archaeologist at the Ne-
vada Department of Transportation! Yy SG G S
Thompsonwho joined up with Knight & Leauvitt;

and Dave Smeeillustrator extraordinaire, who re-
tired this past spring. Did you know the Nevada Archaeological

The State Historic Preservation Office is N has ¢ ! A
rearranging afkebecca Palmebecame the Deputy dza H | dzy RNBRa 2T | ND @ S
SHPO andJessicaAxsonF Af f SR wSoSOOI tIfYSNRa

position. é

Association has a Facebook page? Friendl

peno

2t 23Aal


http://www.nevadamagazine.com/index.php/issues/read/nevadas_state_parks/
http://www.nevadamagazine.com/index.php/issues/read/nevadas_state_parks/
http://www.pr.state.az.us/press/2010/PR_05-19-10.html
http://www.pr.state.az.us/press/2010/PR_05-19-10.html
http://www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/sites/nationwide/america-s-state-parks-and-state-owned-historic-sites.html
http://www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/sites/nationwide/america-s-state-parks-and-state-owned-historic-sites.html
http://www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/sites/nationwide/america-s-state-parks-and-state-owned-historic-sites.html
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CaliforniaOregon Trails Association, CaliforaNevada Chapter

Fernley Deep Sand Swales Cleanup
& Preservation Project

he Deep Sand Swaless short

distance north of Fernley, Nevad¢&
(and a few yards south of the Centraiess
Pacific Railroad Bed), are tiNLYex- f8
ample of Deep Sand Swales on the el
tire California Traill No Deep San
Swales exist on the Oregon Trail. Thefs,
Swales and the Central Pacific Railrof¥:
Bed are wonderful historic resourcey § {

OregonCalifornia Trails Associatio
are organizing a cleanup party to reg
move trash that has been dumped
and near the Swales. Sponsors su
porting this important event are the
Fernley Department of Parks & RecreaA large pile of garbage that was at the Fernley Deep Sand Swales.
tion, the Bureau of Land ManagementPhotograph by Tom Fee, 2007.

the Fernley Preservation Society, Trash-

Pros, the LeadeCourier, the Fernley Chamber ofwear your best clothes.

Commerce and Arnold's Wrecking Yard.

WHAT TO BRINGteavy duty work gloves to pro-

WE ARE INVITING YOU TO HELP OUT! tect your hands. A stout, small to mgize card-
DATE:Saturday,October 2, 20109:00 AM to board box _for glass shards. _A few heavy duty,
4:00 PM. tough plastic trash bags. A pitchfork if you have

one. A trailer for hauling trash if you have one.

DIRECTIONSravel east of Reno, Nevada e80 FOOD. DRINK AND MlSCELLANEBmﬁJ your
toward Fernley. Take the Exit 48<n§fmp. Makg & |unch, snacks, drinks, and plenty of water. Soft
left turn and go under -80. Continue straight grinks or a thermos with your favorite coffee or
(north) along the east side of the Truck Inn. Wet chocolate may be a good idea. Also consider

will meet along the dirt road behind and to thegnglasses, lip balm and sunscreen, unless you like
right of the Truck Inn, where the pavement endsy,o crispy look.

WHAT TO WEARVear a hat and layered clothing. _
SAFET YRattlesnakes and scorpions may be a po-

The temperature may be anywhere from nippy to~ "
blistering. Boots are recommended. We kno ential problem. Always watch where you step

22 dZONB RF LILISNE odzi G K223 bg Vg Garefy %’W@%_VOULHI-C‘?\HE’ ogrdsyflgt 5,
items, ‘or just about anything. You might want to
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turn over these types of items with a sticl
before you pick them up. Watch where yo{
place your hands. Wear heavy duty wor =
gloves. Drink plenty of water and stay hy =~ = =
drated.

BENEFITS\t the end of the day you will feel,'
good about returning these Historic San
Swales closer to their original state and Wﬁ
have made some good friends. You will ef ©
perience a nice sense of accomplishment ai.
community pride!

CONTACTShould you have any question

please feel free to phone Tom Fee at (775,62 member of the Fernley Parks Crew tackles illegally

827'3724@ dumped yard refuse during the 2007 clean up. Photograph
by Tom Fee, 2007.

Oregon-California Trails Association, California-Nevada Chapter Website:
http://www.canvocta.org/

National Oregon-California Trails Association Website:
http://www.octa-trails.org/

Grant & Contracting Opportunities in Lincoln County

he Lincoln CountyArchaeologicalnitiative is tfly F2N) a!d wAaié| t
looking for contracting and grant proposals Archaeological Sites
on the following topics and projects: A Applications are due byctober

« Site Monitoring & Stewardship  {pCC™ "Oﬂé 30, 2010 at 4:30 PM.

o Formative (Fremont) Settle- . To submit contracting prq-
ments in Lincoln County, NV posals, go tdbo.gov (FedBizOppg)

« Manage Public Use, Inter- o or fedconnect.net Enter Solicita-
pret, and Provide Education ¥ A tion Number L10PS03308.
at a Well Known, Publically % < To submit grant proposalp,
Accessible,  Archaeological Q)Qo w2 go to grants.gov. Enter Solicitatipn
Location 0gic al Number L10As00329.

e Obsidian Toolstone Source Inven- For more information on the Lip-
tory, Evaluation, Protection and Man- coln County Initiative, please contact C4grol
agement Bass, Program Manager at the BLM Ely Districf Of-

« Inventory, Evaluate to the National Register fice, 7752891803, orCarol Bass@blm.qo§

of Historic Places, and create a Stabilization

NS K A


fbo.gov
fedconnect.net
mailto:Carol_Bass@blm.gov
http://www.canvocta.org/
http://www.octa-trails.org/
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Mini-Reports

BRT

CKSHELT
TY NEVADA

Figure 1:Rockshelter VOF 2068, Looking SouttSouthwest.

S’gce 2003, students from the College of ters, standalone panels of petroglyphs, and his-
outhern Nevada (CSN) have inventoried aperic sites. They range in age from the Lake Mo-
proximately 4.25 square miles of Valley of Firgave period (ca. 10,000500 B.P.) to the late 19
(Rafferty 2003, 2006, 2008). This has resulted @arly 20" centuries.

the formal recording of 54 prehistoric and historic This paper discusses a small rockshelter

_sites in three geographically separated areas: urrently designated VOF 2089 located in the
in and near St. Thomas Wash, 20 northeast of Al ;thwestern portion of Valley of Fire. It is lo-

thaot w20l ySENI I FS '_' u A2y atQﬁefséuﬁéﬁste"f‘nze%% %ané\arg@ kahdl =t
9 at or near the Atlatl_ Rock outcro!o. An additionakiqe outcrop that is southeast of and separate
22 petroglyph and pictograph loci have been lox Np v §KS 2 dzi ONR L] O2 Vil AyA
cated and informally recorded photographicallyoqncentration of sites. There is nothing particu-
by the author in and around Atlatl Rock. larly unique or significant about the site, except

{ SOSNI ¢ RAFTFSNByYy (i thét i & sitwalied A Qolatkd: |@&tion,0a8i&yy
recorded. These include rock shelters, rock shedkom any other concentrations of sites. There are
ters with petroglyphs, campsites, campsites a@o other sites on the eastern margins of this out-
companied by panels of petroglyphs, lithic scaterop. Any sites associated with this outcrop are
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all located on the western side of the outcrop. It
does have a small but interesting asse
blage of artifacts which are discussgd
and analyzed below.

The Shelter

The shelter was recorded on May 20, 2010,
by the author and two of his students, J
nifer Heimerman and Michael Callahan.
were examining a small portion of the 2009
field survey universe that the author felt had
not received adequate attention.
After surveying and examining the
eastern faces of the outcrop all mornt
ing and not locating any cultural re
sources at all, we finally encountere
the rockshelter.

|

=

The shelter opens to the
south-southeast and is adjacent to a
shallow portion of Valley of Firg
Wash. It measures 13 m wide, 3.29 m
deep from the back wall to the drip|
line, and approximately 2 m high af
the drip line (Figure 1). The shelter
floor showed evidence of a spars
midden deposit, and contained seV|
eral obvious surface artifacts. A
sparse scatter of artifacts extended in
an ovoid shape for 22 m south
southeast of the shelter proper. The
site appeared to be relatively undist
turbed, with no evidence of pot-

Kdzy G SNDRa K2t Sa 2 IHUSRE P CBFEKRe ohating Yalleyoffire Rock
. N shelter., VOF 2008.

the site. This is likely due to the fact
that it is in relatively isolated country . _ _
that only the most ardent hikers would traverse. included six brown or reddisbrown chert core

. o fragments; one core fragment each of white
Contained within the shelter were two 9 9

. . quartzite and obsidian; one obsidian primary
Elko ?lgmotc/r:ed ;tylz pdomr:s, one of b;owndaéndﬂake; one quartzite primary flake; nine chert pri-
one of brown/tan banded c! erfFigures 2 an ) mary flakes; and five tertiary flakes of chert.
This tentatively dates the site to at least the Mid- here was no around stone evident at the site
dle Archaic (Hester and Heizer 1978). Also visibTe g '

on the shelter floor were a white chert biface/ The site is immediately adjacent to Valley
bases, both of brown chert. Additional artifactsdeeply incised tributary of the larger wash. These
both within the shelter and the sparse scattepvashes provided seasonal water and relatively

3%




