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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

W e all have holiday obligations. Some include eggnog.  As you go about 
your sipping, wrapping, flying, and singing I just want you to be aware 

of some critical issues coming up in 2011. 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ [Ŝǘ нлмм ōŜ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ²Ŝ CƻǊƎƻǘ hǳǊ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΗΗΗ 
 The proposed Nevada state budget has dire consequences for Ne-
ǾŀŘŀΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ hǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛƴ bŜπ
vada will be absolutely critical. In the proposed state budget for 2011 and 
2012, the current (outgoing) governor axed the SHPO, and four state muse-
ǳƳǎΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ 
heritage. 
 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΣ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
Office is $0. That means Commission for Cultural Affairs grants that support 
saving historic buildings and resources will not be funded.  The compliance 
process for Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act will be slowed 
to a crawl. This will affect everyone involved in the process from proponents to 
contract archaeologists.  Jobs will be lost.  The statewide site steward coordi-
nation will vanish. 

 If this budget is approved, four state museums caring for our history 
for over 75 years will close! The Lost City Museum, the Nevada State Railroad 
Museum, the East Ely Railroad Museum Depot, and the Nevada Historical Soci-
ety will lock the doors indefinitely after June 30, 2011. Educational and eco-
nomic opportunity will vanish as these vital pieces of the heritage tourism in-
dustry close. Plans for collections including photographs, documents, historic 
and prehistoric artifacts, trains, and facilities are uncertain.   

 These are quality of life and economic issues 
that affect all NAA members. There will be difficult 

discussions and decisions in Carson City in the 
coming months. The new governor and legisla-
ture will decide. PLEASE contact your repre-
sentatives and incoming governor Sandoval 
about the importance of our history.   We 

Lost City will be lost with the new budget cuts. 
Pattern from an Anasazi  bowl displayed at the 
Lost City Museum.  
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INTERPRETIVE SIGNS 
INSTALLED AT 
LAGOMARSINO 

T he Nevada Rock Art Founda-
tion, in collaboration with Sto-

rey County, recently installed inter-
pretive signs at the Lagomarsino 
Petroglyph Site. These signs will 
serve to teach visitors about the his-
tory and importance of the site, and 
inspire them to help preserve Ne-
vada's rock art heritage. 

will keep you informed with email alerts whenever possible. 

 

Back to Business, as Usual? 
 Thanks to everyone who participated at the board meet-
ing in October held in conjunction with the Great Basin Anthropo-
logical Conference in Layton, UT. It was one of our best turnouts 
ever. I like to think it was the earth shattering decisions and rivet-
ing discussion that brought the crowd.  But, then again, it was 
more likely that we had the meeting at a restaurant, food always 
ƘŜƭǇǎΦ  !ƴŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ wƻƻǎǘŜǊΩǎ .ǊŜǿ tǳō ŀƴŘ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ 
manage to get some business done and make important deci-
sions.   
 
Coming soon in 2011: 
 The next NAA Annual Meeting will be held in Elko, April 
30, 2011. Elko County NAA chapter members are working on ar-
rangements. We will be sending registration and information in 
early February.  Elko is famous for Basque restaurants and good 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ Lǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƛǎ 
in this newsletter. Contact Greg Seymour for information. 

 The Archaeology and Historic Preservation Month theme 
for the year will focus on historic, prehistoric, and ethnographic 
trails. We are working on a new format with more web base infor-
mation and education promotion throughout the year. We will 
continue the archaeology month poster and special events for 
May. 

 The by-laws review committee will present an updated 
format based on advice from a professional non-profit consultant 
available to us at a very reasonable (no) cost. Thanks Jeff Wed-
ding and Stacey. The board will review the proposal and pass 
along to the membership for voting. We are hopeful that it will be 
completed this year. 

 We are reestablishing the student grant program during 
the next year and will have assistance from University of Nevada 
Reno professor and former NAA Student Grant recipient Geoff 
Smith. Please encourage students to present a poster or paper at 
the meeting in April and to apply for the grant! Details will be 
posted soon. 

Have a Great Holiday Season 
Thank you for your support during the past year.   

I will see you all next year. 
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Mike Cannon 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDING  
IN COYOTE SPRING VALLEY, LINCOLN COUNTY, NEVADA 

SS  WCA Environmental Consultants WCA Environmental Consultants and the and the 

BLM Ely District Office are seeking Site Stew-BLM Ely District Office are seeking Site Stew-

ards to continue helping with a Lincoln County ards to continue helping with a Lincoln County 

Archaeological Initiative project in Coyote Spring Archaeological Initiative project in Coyote Spring 

Valley in southern Lincoln County. The objective Valley in southern Lincoln County. The objective 

of the project is to assist the BLM with manage-of the project is to assist the BLM with manage-

ment of archaeological sites around resort devel-ment of archaeological sites around resort devel-

opments and future residential developments in opments and future residential developments in 

the valley.the valley.  

  The next opportunity to volunteer for the The next opportunity to volunteer for the 

project will be in late February or early March, project will be in late February or early March, 

2011. The exact dates for the fieldwork will be 2011. The exact dates for the fieldwork will be 

determined sometime in January, and updated determined sometime in January, and updated 

information about the project will be distributed information about the project will be distributed 

at that time. at that time.   

  Participants in the project will work with Participants in the project will work with 

SWCA's professional archaeologists to help re-SWCA's professional archaeologists to help re-

cord archaeological sites. The goal will be to pro-cord archaeological sites. The goal will be to pro-

vide volunteers with an opportunity to gain ex-vide volunteers with an opportunity to gain ex-

perience in professional archaeological site re-perience in professional archaeological site re-

cording methods, as well as a chance to learn cording methods, as well as a chance to learn 

about the archaeological record of Coyote Spring about the archaeological record of Coyote Spring 

±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ {²/!Ωǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎπ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ {²/!Ωǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎπ

ing on Formative period (Anasazi and/or Fre-ing on Formative period (Anasazi and/or Fre-

mont) occupations, but prehistoric and historic mont) occupations, but prehistoric and historic 

sites of all ages may be recorded (though it is not sites of all ages may be recorded (though it is not 

anticipated that rock art sites will make up more anticipated that rock art sites will make up more 

than a very minor part of the project).than a very minor part of the project).  

  The project is expected to last about one The project is expected to last about one 

week, and volunteers may week, and volunteers may participate for any-participate for any-

where from a single day where from a single day to the full week. to the full week. 

Most of each working Most of each working day will be day will be 

spent in place at a single site, but some of the spent in place at a single site, but some of the 

sites may be located up to a mile from the near-sites may be located up to a mile from the near-

est road, so some walking over uneven terrain est road, so some walking over uneven terrain 

may be necessary to get to the sites and back. may be necessary to get to the sites and back. 

Participants will help SWCA archaeologists make Participants will help SWCA archaeologists make 

site maps with GPS units, draw and photograph site maps with GPS units, draw and photograph 

artifacts and features, and write descriptions of artifacts and features, and write descriptions of 

artifacts, features, and site setting.artifacts, features, and site setting.  

  Temperatures at this time of year should Temperatures at this time of year should 

be cool, but participants should be prepared for be cool, but participants should be prepared for 

any type of weather from cold and rain to in-any type of weather from cold and rain to in-

tense sun. SWCA will provide all necessary ar-tense sun. SWCA will provide all necessary ar-

chaeological field equipment but volunteers will chaeological field equipment but volunteers will 

be responsible for bringing their own food, water be responsible for bringing their own food, water 

bottles (several liters worth), and personal gear bottles (several liters worth), and personal gear 

such as sunscreen, hat, backpack, and boots. Vol-such as sunscreen, hat, backpack, and boots. Vol-

unteers will also be responsible for their own unteers will also be responsible for their own 

transportation to the project meeting place each transportation to the project meeting place each 

day, but SWCA will have 4day, but SWCA will have 4--wheel drive vehicles to wheel drive vehicles to 

take everyone from the meeting place to daily take everyone from the meeting place to daily 

work areas. Finally, volunteers must have com-work areas. Finally, volunteers must have com-

pleted the Nevada Site Steward Basic Training pleted the Nevada Site Steward Basic Training 

class prior to applying for the project, and they class prior to applying for the project, and they 

will be required to sign a BLM Volunteer Agree-will be required to sign a BLM Volunteer Agree-

ment.ment.  

  If you are interested in volunteering for If you are interested in volunteering for 

this project, please send an ethis project, please send an e--mail expressing mail expressing 

your interest to Dr. Mike Cannon (Principal Inves-your interest to Dr. Mike Cannon (Principal Inves-

tigator, SWCA) at tigator, SWCA) at mcannon@swca.commcannon@swca.com, or call , or call 

him at 801him at 801--322322--4307. Dr. Cannon will then keep 4307. Dr. Cannon will then keep 

you posted on the project schedule and meeting you posted on the project schedule and meeting 

place as those details get worked out.place as those details get worked out.  

mailto:mcannon@swca.com
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T he Lincoln County Land Act of 
2000 and Lincoln County Con-

servation, Recreation and 
Development Act of 2004 authorizes 

the Secretary of the Interior to expend revenue for 
inventory, evaluation, protection, and manage-
ment of unique archeological resources.  
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣέ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ 
suggestions for priorities for Round 5 which will be 
advertised in August 2011. We are not requesting 
proposals at this time but are requesting ideas for 
priorities for informational purposes only. 
 If you have any ideas for priorities that 
should be included and that are not addressed in 
the following list, please feel free to contact Carol 
Bass of the Ely District Off ice 
(carol_bass@blm.gov) or Colleen Beck of the De-
sert Research Institute (colleen.beck@dri.edu).  
 These ideas do not need to be developed 
in detail but they should include sufficient informa-
tion to identify the type of archaeological resource 
or the preservation activities needed. We will be 
accepting ideas from December 6, 2010 through 
January 31, 2011. 
 Below are priority titles identified in prior 
Rounds. You can find a detailed description of the 
priorities at our website, http://www.blm.gov/nv/
st/en/fo/ely_field_office/blm_information/
special_legislation.2.htmlplease. 
Please feel free to comment on these priorities, 
reword them, or add additional ideas not previ-
ously addressed: 

Site monitoring and site stewardship  
Inventory, Analysis and/or Upgrade of Ar-
chaeological Collections from Lincoln 
County 
Historic Mining District Inventory, Evalua-
tion, Protection and Management 
Archaeological Research at Sites Described 
in the Ethnographic and Historic Literature 

Inventory and evaluate historic transportation 

systems for the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Inventory, Evaluation for the National Register 
of Historic Places, and Stabilization Plan for "At 
Risk" Prehistoric and Historic Archaeological Sites. 

Manage Public Use, Interpret, and Provide 
Education at a Well Known, Publically Accessible, 
Archaeological Location. 

At Risk Rock Art and Cave Sites in Lincoln 
County, Nevada: Document and evaluate rock art 
sites and caves which are attractive nuisance evi-
denced by visitation and/or disturbance. 

Damage Assessments of Sites in Lincoln 
County, Nevada: Document and evaluate the ef-
fects of vandal-
ism, other hu-
man impacts 
and/or the im-
pacts of natural 
processes, such 
as erosion, on 
one or more 
sites. 

F o r m a t i v e 
(Fremont) Settle-
ments in Lincoln 
County, Nevada 

Cultural Re-
sources Digital 
Data Clean up 
for Lincoln 
County, Nevada. 

O b s i d i a n 
T o o l s t o n e 
Source Inventory, Evaluation, Protection and Man-
agement 

Areas Designated as Sensitive for Archaeologi-
cal Resources 

Historic Context for Lincoln County 
 
Thank you for your interest in this program! 

REMEMBER :  
The Archeological Re-
sources Protection Act 
defines archaeological 
resources be at least 

100 years old. The Lin-
coln County Land Act 
requires that Lincoln 

County Archaeological 
Initiative research com-
plies with this definition. 
In other words, nomina-
tions for work at sites 

less than 100 years old 
cannot be considered 

for funding. 

Rosemary Thomas, BLM 

DING! DING! ROUND 5 OF THE LINCOLN COUNTY INITIATIVE 
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T ƘŜ ά/ŀǊōƻƴŀǊƛέ were 
Italian and Italian-

speaking Swiss immigrants 
that adapted their old world 
traditions of charcoal making 
to Nevada. Charcoal produc-
tion was essential for Ne-
ǾŀŘŀΩǎ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ǎƳŜƭǘŜǊǎ 
that needed a fuel that 
burned hotter than wood. 
Charcoal was later replaced 
by coal, but not before thou-
sands of acres of juniper and 
pinyon forests had been cut 
and burned. 

 The Egan field office 
of the Ely District BLM has a 
multitude of projects that fall 
within what is considered a 
Carbonari Complex.  If you 
have any information regard-
ing the Carbonari, I would 
love to hear from you. I do 
have information regarding 
Roberts Mountains but really 
very little else.  My contact 
information is Lisa Gilbert at 
775-289-1862 or email at 
Lisa_gilbert@nv.blm.gov. 

Lisa Gilbert, BLM 

TELL ME EVERYTHING YOU KNOW ABOUT  
ITALIAN CHARCOAL PRODUCERS 

Remains of a Carbonari charcoal producing site near a proposed 
exploration mining drill site. Photo by BLM Egan Field Office. 

I   Ŧ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ read Heidi 
wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƴƻǾŜƭΣ The Archaeo-

logical Adventures of I.V. Jones,  get 
ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴΩΦ tǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜƭƭ 
thumbed copy of The {ƘŜƛƪΩǎ Lƴƴƻπ
cent Bride (ahh, you thought no one 
knew you read that schmutz) and 
get yourself a real book.  
 Set in the 1970s, the story is 
told by I.V. Jones, a 21 year old dig 
bum navigating the complicated and 
entertaining world of Utah archae-
ology.  Dr. Don Fowler said the book 
ǿŀǎ ŀ άƘƻƻǘΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜπ
ment do you want?  
 Our very own, Heidi Roberts 
has been an archaeologist for a ba-
zillion years and is the founder and 
president of HRA, Inc. in Las Vegas. 

NRAF CALL FOR PAPERS 

T he Nevada Rock Art Foundation is now accepting submis-
sions for oral presentations at the 8th Annual Meeting, being 

held in Eureka, NV in May 2011. Oral presentations will be pre-
sented on Saturday, May 21st. Participants are encouraged to sub-
mit papers that focus on historic representations in rock art. Visit 
http://nvrockart.org/Annualmeeting2011callforpapers.html for 
abstract requirements. 

mailto:Lisa_gilbert@nv.blm.gov
http://nvrockart.org/Annualmeeting2011callforpapers.html
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A  couple decades ago I was intrigued by a 
house resting on wheels in front of the Haw-

thorne Ammunition Depot waiting to move to its 
new location.  It was my first introduction to the 
housing built in 1941-1942 for the tiny community 
of Babbitt, which has gradually been sold or trans-
ferred off the base for little or nothing.   

 Over the years these distinctive houses 
have spread over much of Nevada.  Designed to 
be moveable and easy to alter the interior layout, 
a classic experiment in creativity has been the re-
sult.  Starting with identical generic mid-20th cen-

tury duplex housing units (Low Cost Defense 
Housing, Demountable Type - 300), these struc-
tures have proved adaptable for a delightful vari-
ety of purposes.  A few are derelict specimens 
exactly as they were obtained, including the auc-
tion numbers spray painted on the walls.  Many 
retain the original duplex layout with varying 
amounts of replacement of materials through 
time.   

 Then things start going crazy!   Multiple 
buildings have been joined to form house and ga-
rage structures.  Buildings have been altered to 

CREATIVE REUSE OF WARTIME HOUSING FROM THE HAWTHORNE NAVAL AMMUNITION DEPOT 
STOP! THEREôS ANOTHER   

BABBITT  HOUSE ! 

This example from Luning retains original unpainted tan siding, door arrangement, side door, and windows.  
The front doors were originally wood panel with six lights.  This variant has paired front windows.  The other 
variant has a ribbon of three windows on each side of the pair of front doors. 

By Ron Reno 
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make convenience 
stores, storage build-
ings, community cen-
ters, churches, fire 
departments, profes-
sional offices, and 
schools.  Frequently 
individual entrepre-
neurs purchased a 
quantity and used 
them to make their 
own little planned 
communities, gener-
ally fixing up one 
house a time.  One 
local house mover 
lost track of the num-

ber of these buildings 
he relocated for various 
clients. 

 The 425 Babbitt houses generally look ex-
actly like modern double-wide manufactured 
homes in dimensions and roof pitch -- and for the 
same reasons.  The houses were usually trans-
ported intact, though in some cases a mover split 
the entire building down the middle for transport.  
Door and window placement and materials were 
all of two similar variants, but these details have 

o f ten  changed 
through time follow-
ing the move off the 
Depot.  The two most 
distinctive character-
istics are an extended 
eave centered over 
the two front en-
trances and the large 
wooden louvered at-
tic vents which follow 
the roofline of the 
gable ends. 

 So far I have 
identified or been 
informed of these 
buildings in Dayton, 
Elko, Fallon, Gabbs, 

Yep, it is really in there somewhere.  Look in the peak of the gable end for the dis-
tinctive vent.  In some of the houses the vent is subdivided with vertical partitions 
but all follow the roof line.  This building is in Goldfield. 

Here is a private development of Babbitt houses at Goldfield with the modern 
equivalent in the foreground.  The building at far right exhibits the triple-window 
variant.  The largest Babbitt subdivision is at Tonopah where it once served as hous-
ing for Sandia employees. 
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Goldfield, Hawthorne, 
Lucky Boy Pass,  Luning, 
Mason, Mason Valley, 
Mina, Schurz,  Silver 
Springs, Round Moun-
tain, Tonopah, Yerington, 
and at isolated ranches.  
There is even a report 
(which I have not sub-
stantiated) that several 
were shipped to Florida! 

If you notice any of these 
buildings, please let me 
know of their location 
(street address), prefera-
bly with a photo, along 
with a note about how it 
is presently being used. 

Ron Reno 
(rlreno@gbis.com) 

P.O. Box 550, Silver City, 

Nevada 89428 

Many Babbitt houses were transferred to the Walker Lake Indian Reservation 

at Schurz.  Most were intended for use as residences but this one was effec-

tively changed into a smoke shop and convenience store.  Thanks to a robust 

truss system, all interior walls could be removed for uses such as this. 

The ultimate conversion of a product of war.  In addition to this LDS church at 

Luning, the Baptists have turned at least one Babbitt house into a place of 

worship. 

Ron Reno, ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ǎŜŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ƛǊŜƴΩǎ ƻŦ 
architectural history. The rest of you will find these build-

ings even more interesting once they fall down.  

mailto:rlreno@gbis.com
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F rom August 16 - 19, 2010, the Ely Ranger 
District of the Humboldt-Toiyabe National 

Forest completed a stabilization project on a sin-
gle-room log cabin in the historic Ruby Hill Mining 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ {ŎƘŜƭƭ /ǊŜŜƪ wŀƴƎŜΦ  
¢ƘŜ Ŏŀōƛƴ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎΣ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǿƘŜƴ 
the area saw one of its many mining booms with 
the discovery of silver and copper deposits deep 
within the surrounding hillsides.  The site is par-

ticularly interesting due to its high elevation set-
ting at over 8,500 feet above sea level.   

 The project was undertaken in response 
to vandalism that occurred to the cabin last fall 
when it was apparently struck by an All-Terrain 
Vehicle, seriously damaging the structural integ-
rity of the eastern wall.  Without stabilization ef-
forts, the cabin would certainly have seen its de-
mise as the wall buckled inward.  Public safety 

FOREST SERVICE AND VOLUNTEERS RESTORE A 1920S CABIN AT THE  

HISTORIC RUBY HILL MINE ON THE ELY RANGER DISTRICT    

By Caine L. Daugherty, Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 

New Life for an   
Old Cabin  


